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Remembering mine affliction and my misery, the wormwood Family News
and the gall. My soul hath them still in remembrance, and is The day after Easter, we were reminded of
humbled in me. This | recall to my mind, therefore have | hope. the full extent of Christ’'s resurrection when
It is of the LORD’s mercies that we are not consumed, beeausRyth's grandmother left this earth to be with
his compassions fail not. They are new every morning: great isher Savior. Mary Riffel was a godly woman
thy faithfulness. (Lamentations 3:19-23) who, with her husband, raised four children®
Dear Praying Friends and Ministry Partners, who share her love and devotion to the

Great is the Lord's faithfulness to us! In the midstlitsFs  Lord. God gave her a long, full life of 96 .
struggles, hardships, and trials God gives us the stremgth Y&ars, and then took her home after she _
need to endure. This month we have endured some moment$lgyeloped a sudden iliness. Although losing -

joy and happiness and some periods of sadness and trial. Bf 1S hard, we knew this day would come. We are glad that \
God is faithful. His compassions are new every morning. were able to say goodbye to her when celebrating her birthd
Marti in California only one year ago.

artisor

We have enjoyed several Romanian holidays this sprin@Ur 9irls are continuing to make friends with the neighbo
Martisor, held March 1-8, traditionally celebrates thdval of ~ children. One night the girls were playing outside, and w
spring. On the first day, men give snowdrop flowersheard Amber crying loudly. She had_ been hit by a rock throw
chocolate, and a martisor charm to their mother, wife, antﬁ/ one of the boys. Fortunately it hit the top of her head, ar
daughter to wish them a healthy and prosperous year. there was only a small cut. It sounds relatively minor, but ¢

i . i i the time Amber was scared, and we were pretty upset. V
The traditional martisor charm is a little gyen wondered if we should let the girls to play with the
silver pendant shaped as a chimney sweepyijgren, Ruth was able to talk with the boy’s mother wiita

four-leaf clover, horseshoe, or snowdroppeln of one of our neighbors, and the very next day the gir
flower, all of which represent good \anted to play with them again. The Lord helped us through
fortune. Modern charms vary from Tweety tentially bad situation and has allowed us to keep open t

Bird to elegant silver jeweled pendants to dri¢ opportunity to minister to these families in the future.
flowers preserved in hardened tree sap. E&

charm, which is tied with a bow of twisted re T '
and white threads, is worn pinned to the ladys

'l
.1

Visa Status

In our March letter we asked you to pray for our teanwes

blouse for all eight days. Men often give char seek to form a new religious association t_hat would tmdzly _
allow us to secure long-stay visas. During a recent tasit

to their female coworkers as well.
i o . Hungary to get our passports stamped we learned that e n
The final day of the celebration is International WorseDay 5 gbtain our long-stay visas before the end of June. So \

and is again celebrated with a gift of flowers, a rpeesent, paye pegun the process of applying for visas through o
and dinner. Ruth says that this is her favorite holidafaigo teammates’ existing association. Now we are waiting t
Cristos a inviat! (Christ has risen!) receive approval any day to submit our application.

Easter in Romania seems to be as large a holiday in Rom le,ia .
as Christmas. Our church, for instance, begins thebcation | F ralses ,
with communion on “Great Thursday” night followed by * Good test results for Dave’'s mom; only one more chem
services on “Great Friday” night, Easter Sunday, andeEag réatment needed.
Monday. Other activities common to all Romanian peopée arr Amber wasn't seriously hurt; good outcome with neighbars
coloring Easter eggs (an old Eastern European traditign), Continued progress in learning Romanian.
visiting fnends_an_d family, eating lamb and many desserts Olgrayer Requests

Easter, and enjoying Monday as a day off of work. » That we will receive our long-stay visas soon.
Some elements of Weste_rn culture have entered Romikeia, ||, o Ruth's family in the loss of her grandmother.
wooden eggs painted with the Easter Bunny and chocolate

Easter bunnies. However, we felt there was a greater eamphaMay our risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ bless youl!

on Christ’s resurrection and the true meaning of Easter. Dave, Ruth, Celeste, and Amber
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